Study Guide for 1 Timothy 1:18-20

Major Premise: Christ calls the elders of his church to fight manfully, faithfully, and carefully for the advancement of his kingdom and the destruction of Satan’s.

Outline
I. Christ calls his elders to fight manfully (v. 18)
II. Christ calls his elders to fight faithfully (v. 19)
III. Christ calls his elders to fight carefully (vv. 19-20)

Discussion Questions

1. The sermon mentions that "fighting is mandatory" for church leaders. How does this concept challenge or affirm your view of Christian leadership?



2. Reflect on the idea of "fighting faithfully." How can we balance holding to faith and maintaining a good conscience in our daily lives?



3. The sermon discusses the importance of applying both law and gospel to ourselves daily. How do you practically do this in your own life?



4. How does the concept of the church as an "aggressor" against evil (rather than just a "hospital tent") change your perspective on the church's role in society?



5. The sermon mentions addressing difficult topics like abortion. What are some challenging issues in our community that the church should be addressing?



6. How can we as individuals and as a church "fight carefully," balancing boldness with wisdom?




Questions for Personal Consideration
How does the idea of spiritual warfare challenge or change our understanding of the Christian life? In what ways might we be called to 'fight the good fight' in our daily lives?



Paul emphasizes the importance of both faith and a good conscience for Timothy. How do these two elements work together in the life of a believer, and why are they crucial for spiritual leadership?



The sermon mentions that Satan's power has been 'mitigated' since Christ's incarnation. How should this affect our approach to spiritual warfare and our confidence in facing spiritual challenges?



How does the imagery of Christ as a warrior king, as depicted in Psalms 2 and 45, shape our understanding of His character and mission? How might this perspective impact our worship and discipleship?




The speaker emphasizes the importance of applying both law and gospel daily. How can we practically balance these two aspects of Christian teaching in our personal spiritual growth and in ministering to others?



What insights can we gain from Paul's handling of Hymenaeus and Alexander regarding church discipline and dealing with false teaching in the church today?




How does the concept of the church as 'the aggressor' against the gates of hell challenge our typical views of the church's role in society? What might this look like in practice?




The sermon suggests that increased opposition can be a sign of effective spiritual warfare. How can believers discern between unnecessary conflict and genuine spiritual resistance in their ministry efforts?




How does the assurance of ultimate victory in Christ affect our approach to current spiritual battles and challenges? How can we maintain this perspective in the face of apparent setbacks?




In what ways does the metaphor of the church as Christ's 'feet' crushing Satan inform our understanding of our role in God's redemptive plan? How might this empower and challenge us in our Christian walk?





Key Takeaways
1. Identify one area in your personal life where you need to "fight the good fight" more diligently. Make a plan to address it this week.
2. As a group, brainstorm ways your church could be more proactive in addressing spiritual needs or challenges in your community.
3. Commit to praying daily this week for church leaders, that they would have courage and wisdom to "fight the good fight" faithfully.
4. Choose a passage from the sermon (e.g., Psalm 45:2-5 or Matthew 16:18) to memorize and meditate on this week.
