
Study Guide for 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 

Major Premise: While the Law constrains wickedness, the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
radically changes your life both individually and corporately. 
 
Outline 

I. The Gospel Changes You Individually (vv. 12-14) 
II. The Gospel Changes You Corporately (vv. 15-17) 

 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Paul mentions his attitude changed to one of gratitude. How has your attitude 

changed since coming to Christ? What are you most thankful for? 
 
 
 
2. The sermon mentions that God puts believers into service. How has God used you 

in service since becoming a Christian? How would you like to serve in the future? 
 
 
 
3. Paul describes himself as formerly being a "blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent 

opponent." How does this dramatic change in Paul's life encourage you in your 
own faith journey? 

 
 
 
4. The sermon emphasizes the importance of corporate confession of faith and sin. 

Why do you think this is important for a church community? How does it impact 
our relationships with each other? 

 
 
 
5. Discuss the statement: "What you are seeking in this life is seated at God's right 

hand." What does this mean to you practically? 
 
 
 



6. How does understanding yourself as "the chief of sinners" (as Paul describes) 
affect how you view and treat others in the church? 

 
 
 
 
Questions for Personal Consideration 

I. How does Paul's personal transformation from persecutor to apostle challenge 
our understanding of God's mercy and grace? 

 
 
 

II. In what ways might we struggle with truly believing we are 'the chief of sinners', 
and how could embracing this mindset impact our relationships within the church 
community? 

 
 
 

III. How does the concept of the law as a 'fence' and Christ as the 'gate' help us 
understand the relationship between the Old and New Covenants? 

 
 
 

IV. What are some practical ways we can cultivate an attitude of thanksgiving like 
Paul's, especially in difficult circumstances? 

 
 

 
V. How might viewing our lives through the lens of 'eternal perspective' change our 

day-to-day actions and priorities? 
 
 

 
VI. In what ways does the church's corporate confession of faith and sin create unity, 

and how can we better embrace this practice? 
 
 

 



VII. How does Paul's emphasis on God's overflowing grace challenge our tendency to 
earn God's love or approval? 

 
 

 
VIII. What does it mean for us to be 'put into service' by God, and how can we discern 

our specific roles within the body of Christ? 
 
 

 
IX. How might understanding the church as 'transformed individuals building 

community with other transformed individuals' change our approach to church life 
and evangelism? 

 
 

 
X. In what ways do we seek faith and love from sources other than Christ, and how 

can we redirect our focus to Him as the true source? 
 
 
 
 
Key Takeaways 
1. This week, intentionally express gratitude to God each day for His mercy and 

grace in your life. 
2. Reflect on your own testimony. How can you use your past experiences to 

encourage others in their faith? 
3. Practice humility by focusing on addressing your own shortcomings before 

critiquing others. 
4. Reach out to someone in the church community you don't know well and invite 

them for coffee or a meal to build deeper connections. 
5. Memorize the phrase "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners" (1 

Timothy 1:15) and reflect on its meaning throughout the week. 


