Study Guide for 1 Timothy 1:1-2

Major Premise: As head over his Church, Christ calls men into ministry, enabling them to share in his joy, and speaking through them to direct and strengthen his people.

Contextual Questions
1. How does understanding the historical context of 1 Timothy (written between Christ's ascension and the destruction of Jerusalem) help us interpret its message for today's church?
2. The sermon mentions that Peter continued following Old Testament laws until explicitly told otherwise. How does this challenge our approach to interpreting and applying Scripture today?

Sermon Questions
I. Christ calls his men (v. 1)
1. In what ways does our church reflect Christ's headship? Are there areas where we might have drifted from His authority?
2. How does the concept of Christ's headship over the church challenge our modern understanding of church governance and leadership? 
3. What are the implications of Paul's understanding that he was 'called and ordained' for ministry, and how does this apply to church leaders today? 
4. Discuss the balance between being directly accountable to Christ and submitting to church authority. How do we navigate this in practical terms?
5. In what ways might the Western church have 'departed from the lordship of Jesus Christ,' as the sermon suggests, and how can we realign ourselves? 
II. Christ shares with his men (v. 2)
1. How does Paul's relationship with Timothy as his "true child in the faith" illustrate the importance of discipleship in the church?
2. In what ways does Christ 'share His joy' with believers through evangelism and discipleship, as exemplified in Paul's relationship with Timothy? 
III. Christ speaks through his men (v. 2)
1. How should we understand and apply the concept that God 'speaks through His men' in our current church context? 
2. How does the image of Israel as a 'vine out of Egypt' (Psalm 80) relate to the church's role in the world today? 
3. The sermon states that God "comes down" to communicate with us through imperfect people. How does this impact your view of church leadership and preaching?
4. How can we balance the tension between being 'accountable only to Christ' and respecting the authority structures He has established in the church? 
5. What does it mean for the church to be the 'ground and pillar of the truth' in a world of competing ideologies and belief systems? 
6. How can we cultivate the humility to receive the preached/taught Word 'as the word of God' while also maintaining discernment as 'Bereans'? 
7. In what ways does Christ's kingdom offer 'grace, mercy, and peace' that cannot be found in earthly institutions or governments? 

Key Takeaways:
1. Accountability: Reflect on areas in your life where you need to submit more fully to Christ's authority. Share with the group if comfortable.
2. Humility: Identify one way you can show greater humility in receiving teaching or correction from church leaders this week.
3. Responsibility: Commit to being more discerning in your engagement with sermons and teaching. Perhaps choose a method (e.g., taking notes, discussing with others) to help you actively process the messages you hear.
4. Joy in Ministry: Consider how you might share in Christ's joy by participating in some form of ministry or discipleship this month.


For more insight, review Westminster Larger Catechism questions 159 and 160.

